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Activities of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) in relation to the Peacebuilding Commission


GPPAC

GPPAC, a network of civil society organisations involved in peacebuilding and conflict prevention, was established in 2002 in response to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recommendation in his 2001 report on the Prevention of Armed Conflict that civil society organise a conference on its role in the field and its interaction with the UN in this respect. The Global Partnership is structured through fifteen regional networks, each of which has developed an action agenda to reflect regional principles and priorities. In July 2005, the first phase of the Global Partnership’s programme was concluded with the Global Conference “From Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society Forging Partnerships to Prevent Violent Conflict and Build Peace”, organised at UN Headquarters in collaboration with the UN Department for Political Affairs. In the wake of the success of the conference, GPPAC has entered a new phase. Together with the International Steering Group, consisting of all the 15 regional secretariats and the international secretariat, following on consultations with all their partners in the regions, a global work plan for 2006-2010 has been drafted, and plans for each of the fifteen regions individually. 

GPPAC and the Peacebuilding Commission

In the discussions of the Interaction & Advocacy Task Force of the International Steering Group of GPPAC, the Peacebuilding Commission emerged as an important issue to focus GPPAC’s lobby on. Despite the lack of a prevention-mandate of the PBC, GPPAC acknowledges that within the UN system the Peace Building Support Office (PBSO) will become the crucial and main focal point on peace related issues. Therefore it is crucial to monitor the start of the commission and its support office, most importantly the focus should be on the link between Headquarters and the field, and involvement of civil society. Furthermore, it should be a task for GPPAC to develop proposals and updates on situations in-countries relevant for the commission and its support office. ECCP, as the international secretariat for GPPAC,  is involved in activities in different processes, and plays an active role in liaising these four processes:

New York

ECCP has developed a plan together with World Federalist Movement (WFM) to conduct several monitoring activities, produce briefing papers and organizing seminars. The first seminar took place on 5 September 2006 in New York, co-organized with the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. The seminar focused on the country specific working groups, and interaction with civil society. Follow-up to the outcomes included further lobbying for civil society engagement with the PBC, in particular access of national civil society representatives to the country specific meetings (CSMs). These efforts were proven to be successful for the first round of CSMs, hold 12 & 13 October 2006, where both a NGO representative from Burundi and Sierra Leone spoke. Next steps include consolidating these first steps, and a continued push for establishing mechanisms of CSO engagement with the PBC. 
Regional

Parallel to this effort in New York, GPPAC’s regional partners are engaged in organizing meetings with key civil society actors, UN and government representatives in the selected countries: Sierra Leone and Burundi. The outputs of these meetings have been disseminated during the seminar in September in New York, and broader consultations took  place for the first CSMs, where representatives of these processes spoke. New meetings will be held in the regions, taking into account the output of the first CSMs, and preparing for the next meetings.  

Brussels

GPPAC co-organized a seminar with SaferWorld on 12 July 2006 on EU’s contribution to the PBC. A larger meeting is planned to take place beginning of 2007 in Brussel involving representatives from the selected countries by the PBC.

Geneva

Several Geneva-based organizations are discussing how to ensure better coordination between Geneva and New York in regard to the activities of the PBC. Several meetings are taking place, both on initiative of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy project “The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission and International Geneva”, and on initiative of several NGOs, including Quakers office Geneva. A workshop on the results of the meetings this year in Geneva is taking place on 25 October in 2006, where staff of the PBSO will participate. 
To subscribe to the PBC-list serv please send an email to pbc-info-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

For more information please contact Renske Heemskerk, ECCP, at r.heemskerk@conflict-prevention.net or by phone at + 31 (0)70 3110978
