Recommendations Cont’d


Effective Civil Society Engagement with the Peacebuilding Commission: Principles and Mechanisms(
Purpose

In the concurrent resolutions establishing the Peacebuilding Commission, the General Assembly and the Security Council “encourage[] the Commission to consult with civil society, non-governmental organizations, including women’s organizations, and private sector engaged in peacebuilding activities, as appropriate.” 

Based on a review of existing civil society engagement mechanisms with various elements of the UN system, the IMF and the World Bank, paying special attention to those departments and agencies that will be engaged in peacebuilding and on consultations with relevant civil society organizations, the following set of recommendations are presented as possible methods for PBC engagement with civil society. These proposals are intended for consideration by the Members of the Peacebuilding Commission Organizational Committee.  
Value of Civil Society Engagement

Central to successful peacebuilding is local ownership of the peacebuilding process and engagement in the development and implementation of strategies for rebuilding. Civil society organizations are uniquely equipped to mobilize individuals in peacebuilding activities and may be some of the few remnants of social networks in post-conflict situations. Civil society organizations can be important resources for local knowledge and expertise in various sectors related to rebuilding societies after conflict and should be utilized early on in the peacebuilding process in the development of a strategic plan. Additionally, CSOs may be able to provide a valuable link between the PBC and local populations both in identifying local priorities in peacebuilding and transmitting information about the coordinated peacebuilding strategy. Finally, civil society organizations are often engaged in providing goods and services as part of humanitarian relief and coordinating other essential activities, including justice mechanisms.

Recommendations to the Peacebuilding Commission Organizational Committee
1. Principles for interaction
Any arrangements for consultation with civil society could be governed by principles of accountability, inclusivity, and flexibility.

· Accountability includes development of mechanisms for transparency, participation, evaluation, information sharing and complaints and redress based on the need for those most affected by policies to be involved in the decision-making process.
· Inclusivity means engagement with diverse CSOs across sectors and regions.  It is particularly essential to secure local support for the peacebuilding process.
· Flexibility will be essential at all levels and stages of activity, both as the PBC evolves and in response to fluctuating circumstances in the country concerned. 
2. Early engagement with civil society in the country concerned

As part of the process of national ownership, engaging with civil society in the countries concerned at an early stage of the PBC’s work will be critical. Such early and effective engagement could foster local buy-in for the peacebuilding strategy, build confidence in the new PBC by demonstrating its commitment to addressing local realities, pave the way for better governance by connecting local and national governments with civil society, and capitalize existing peacebuilding efforts. 
The Organizational Committee of the PBC should call on the country-specific meetings of the PBC to consult with representatives of local civil society.  One mechanism for interaction with local civil society that could be supported by the PBC organizational committee is an in-country civil society forum supported from the Peacebuilding Fund to be held soon after a country is selected for the PBC.

· The forum could provide the PBC with a review of existing peacebuilding activities with a particular focus on those that are conducted by civil society.
· The forum could produce recommendations for the country-specific meeting of the PBC or potentially an annex for the strategy document of the PBC.
· Such a forum should be organized by civil society with cooperation of the UN country team (?)with a clear agenda and preparation that includes ensuring access to the forum for diverse CSOs, including women’s organizations.

· The forum should be part of a self-organized and sustained process within civil society to feed into the country’s peacebuilding strategy.
· The PBC should ensure that local civil society has access to documents and reports of the PBC and the Peacebuilding Support Office in local languages.

The Organizational Committee of the PBC should invite representatives of local civil society to participate as unofficial members in the country-specific meetings of the PBC.  Representatives could be designated through a locally-based process.
3. Regularized consultations with NGOs at UN Headquarters 
The PBC could develop formal and informal mechanisms for consultation with relevant international NGOs and representatives from civil society from the countries under consideration by the PBC.

· NGOs could observe and monitor meetings of the Peacebuilding Commission based in principle on the arrangements set forth in ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31. Relevant arrangements include:

· Access to the provisional agenda of meetings of the PBC; 

· Right to attend public meetings;
· Right to submit written statements relevant to the work of the commission.

Consideration could be given to local NGOs from countries concerned that do not have ECOSOC Consultative Status.

· The PBC could host an annual dialogue with NGOs and the PBC Organizational Committee. A regular consultation would allow for the necessary arrangements to be made to bring relevant actors from around the world to New York and for NGOs to self-organize and prepare contributions in advance of the set meeting.
· The dialogue could be most effective if it were to coincide with a scheduled meeting of the PBC.

· The dialogue could be organized into working groups that could address progress in each of the countries concerned and two to three thematic issues related to peacebuilding relevant to the PBC.

· A possible output from the dialogue could be recommendations for the annual report of the PBC to the General Assembly.

4. Consultative review process in five years

The PBC five-year review, mandated by its establishing resolutions, could include a consultative process to review CSO engagement mechanisms at UN headquarters and in the countries concerned.
(Based on the May 2006 discussion paper prepared by Heather Sonner for the World Federalist Movement – Institute for Global Policy


� The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict, a global network of peacebuilders, is making preparations to help facilitate such forums in partnership with local civil society actors.
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